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COPYRIGHT &
FIRST AMENDMENT:

HIP-HOP LYRICS
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$15 billion
Recorded music brought in

A type of intellectual property that protects original 
works of authorship as soon as an author fixes the 
work in a tangible medium of expression.

If we're going to set this standard that music lyrics 
that illustrate violence are not protected works 
then this standard needs to apply to virtually all of 
the entertainment industry including other genres 
of music movies books television video games 
and most importantly to white people.

Sources: 
Fader, March 10, 2022, https://www.thefader.com/2022/03/10/recorded-music-revenue-15-billion-2021
Billboard, October 18, 2022, https://www.billboard.com/pro/hip-hop-music-most-popular-genre-dominance-slipping/

6.2%
Hip-Hop's total on-demand streaming 
growth is up

R&B/Hip-Hop has the largest overall 
market share of any genre in the U.S. with 

in 2021

in 2022
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Music lyrics

27.6%
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to peacefully 
assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
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Although what we say can have consequences, those 
consequences typically do not include jail time. Bills have 
been presented on the federal and state level to attempt to 
safeguard creativity and to ban the use of hip hop lyrics as 
evidence in criminal cases.
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Copyright and First Amendment are enacted to 
avoid censorship. Together the laws allow 
controversial work to enter the marketplace 
despite public opinion.

It prevents the government body from denying the work 
protection based on a subjective view of the content.
Ultimately, cherry picking rap lyrics to build criminal cases 
is an attack on the laws created to protect the creative 
expression and freedom of speech.

Laws created to protect the creative expression and 
freedom of speech criminalizing hip-hop lyrics and solely 
attacking this genre of music as literal accounts of crimes 
rather than classifying rap music as fictional elaborate 
stories violates our first amendment.
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www.poplawpodcast.com

You can find POPLAW Podcast on all streaming services 
presented to you by Revolt podcast Network.

New York State 
Senate Bill S7527
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Backed by Jay Z and Meek Mill

The intent of this bill is to limit the 
admissibility of evidence of a 
defendant's creative or artistic 
expression against such defendants 
in a criminal proceeding.

California AB 2799
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A bill to restrict the use of creative 
expression (not just lyrics) against 
criminal defendants unless the judge 
makes the finding of the probative 
value outweighs the prejudice of the 
use of the creative expression.

The Restoring Artistic 
Protection Act
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A new presumption to the federal 
rules of evidence in order to limit the 
admissibility of evidence of a 
defendant’s creative or artistic 
expression against such defendant 
in a criminal proceeding.

@poplawpodcast

@POPLAWpodcast

@poplawpodcast4670
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